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Commissioner for Patents 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Honorable Sir: 

Pursuant to Section 1 .97 of Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations, and prior 
to the issuance of a first office action, record is hereby made of infonnatlon the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office may wish to consider during examination of the 
above-entitled application which was filed under 35 U.S.C 371. No representation is 
made or intended that a prior art search was conducted, or that no better art than that 
listed is available. 



U.S. Application No. 10/9^756 





1-16767 



As this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to a first Office 
Action on the merits, it is respectfully submitted that no fee is required for consideration 
of this IDS. 

The following patents were all cited in the International Search Report in the 
corresponding international application (PCT/EP03/03030): US 5,316,829 (corresponds 
to EP 524 060); FR 2 332 409 A (corresponds to GB 1 544 420 and DE 26 46 058); DE 
198 37 348 A (corresponds to EP 1 023 154); and DE 195 37 693 C (corresponds to EP 
0 768 162). The International Search Report, along with its English translation, a copy 
of which is attached hereto for the Examiner's convenience, serves as a statement of 
relevance for any non-English references above. 

Foreign patent documents DE 26 46 058 (corresponds to GB 1 544 420 and FR 
2 332 409) and GB 1 478 714 are cited on page 1 of the subject specification, and EP 
524 060 (corresponds to US 5,316,829) is cited on pages 2 and 3 of the subject 
specification, which serves as a statement of relevance for the non-English references. 

Copies of all of the above-noted foreign patent documents are enclosed 
herewith. It is requested that the references be fully considered and made of record in 
this case. 
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considered, include copy of this form with next communication to applicant ^ AppHcanf s unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usptQ.g ov or MPEP 901,04. ' Emer Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
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including gathertng, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the indhridual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or. suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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